Over a period of 10 
Subjects
The records of all patients referred to the Respiratory Support and Sleep Centre who had kyphosis and subsequently received as¬ sisted ventilation were examined. Patients with an associated scoliosis, a neuromuscular disease, previous pulmonary tuberculosis, or another pulmonary disorder, such as chronic bronchitis, were excluded. Seven patients fulfilling the entry criteria for the study were referred to the center between May 1983 and July 1993. All patients gave their informed consent for inclusion in the study. 
